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Dr. Leon Smith Visits Saint Michael School in Newark 
 

 

NEWARK, NJ – Dr. Leon Smith is considered one of experts in the country on infectious 

diseases and he has a passion for that field of medicine. He recently shared his knowledge 

and enthusiasm with a group of 40 eighth grade students at St. Michael School in 

Newark.  

 

The students are among the brightest students in New Jersey and eagerly listened to Dr. 

Smith, who spent over 50 years as a physician at St. Michael’s Hospital in Newark and 

still has a practice in Roseland. 

 

“My goal was to share knowledge and information that would be helpful to the students,” 

explained Dr. Smith. “I was fascinated by the looks on their faces as I shared my 

experiences. This is where our future doctors, lawyers, teachers and leaders are coming 

from in New Jersey.  I cannot say enough how I was impressed with the students.  It was 

a great group of young people.  

 

In order to bring his experiences to life, Dr. Smith provided the students with a variety of 

examples of infectious diseases.  He spoke about what infectious diseases are, explaining 

to the students that they are a disorder caused by organisms – such as bacteria, viruses, 

fungi or parasites.  While keeping the content simply to understand, Dr. Smith was 

effective in reaching the students. 

 

Dr. Smith also provided the group with a number of ways to prevent infectious disease.  

He stressed the basics of good hygiene, contact with people and all of the various 

vaccines that are available. 

 

“He is an amazing and caring person,” said Gerry O’Connor, the Executive Director of 

The Scholarship Fund for Inner-City Children, who set up the appearance.  “The students 

heard from a person who loves the city of Newark and has devoted his life to the care of 



all different people.  It was a great learning experience by a man who has tremendous 

faith and is a real leader in his field.” 

 

 

When physicians were unable to save Dr. Smith’s father’s life, he was inspired to become 

a physician himself.  While explaining this turning point in his life to the students, Dr. 

Smith spoke about ways to become involved in a career in medicine as well as 

scholarships that are offered by the Leon G. Smith Infectious Disease Foundation. 

 

Dr. Smith currently devotes much of his time to his foundation that features services for 

less fortunate people along with scholarships and information on the field of infectious 

diseases. 
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